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In a Jan. 2 letter to President Rafael Callejas, Defense Minister Col. Claudio Lainez urged the chief
executive to reject a proposed logging concession for the US-based firm Wellington Hall. Under
terms of the proposal, Wellington Hall would be granted exploitation rights covering some 60,000
ha. of forest lands in the Mosquitia region on the country's Caribbean coast. In early 1992, a similar,
although much larger proposal involving a concession for the US-based Stone Container Corp.,
was rejected after extensive pressure from a broad coalition led by environmental groups (for
coverage of the Stone case, see CAU 02/21/92.) According to Lainez's letter, "the company takes for
granted that the concession request will be approved, a move which would completely contradict
the [environmental protection] objectives which you as President have established and which
we in the military are attempting to carry out." Lainez says the military's concerns stem in part
from Wellington's intention to run logging operations in an area located near the Rio Guarunta,
which borders an existing ecological reserve. Together with the fight against drug trafficking, the
Honduran military has defined environmental protection efforts as one of its chief missions for the
1990s. (Source: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 01/02/93)
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